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Bro. Steve  

This past Fall many of us watched with amazement the developments that unfolded at        

Pennsylvania State University.  It seems that a longtime coach and friend of the universityôs 

football program has been accused of basically being a pedophile.  Let me say that at this time 

we do not know for sure if this man is guilty but the evidence against him is mounting.  In my 

heart I hope that he is innocent and that an investigation will vindicate him.  But letôs assume 

that the accused is guilty of the multiple crimes he is charged with and letôs consider what     

lessons there are to be learned. 
 

Those of us in the local church should sit up and take notice because there is wisdom to be 

gained.  Penn Stateôs football program and our churches have some similarities.  We are both 

made up of people from various backgrounds that passionately support the cause of the         

organization.  We both want to see our program successful and strong.  However, compromise 

and cutting corners are really not good in the long run. 
 

To me the deeper, more disturbing thing in the whole Penn State saga is the apparent cover-up 

that allowed this man to continue his perverted action for years.  If the evidence bears out,       

the community and the university leadership swept this under the rug in order to avoid           

negative publicity for the school and its storied football program.  If this is true, it is equally  

as shameful as the coachôs pedophilia. 
 

We all would agree that there are times that discretion should be used and we should handle 

some problems behind closed doors.  But when a crime has been committed, especially against 

a minor, looking the other way is totally irresponsible.  
 

The people at Penn State have learned a lesson.  It is unlikely that the grief from this misstep  

is going away anytime soon.  They have learned that covering a problem is useless.  It will 

eventually be found out and drug into the light of day.  They are also learning that if they had 

dealt with this issue when it first came up the pain would have been far less.  They buried a 

problem and it grew profoundly while hid away in secrecy. 
 

I hope churches can glean from this situation.  Just like any other group, the church can have 

some members with serious problems.  It seems that many in this world have a tendency to 

harm kids in a sexual way.  Fortunately, I have never had to deal with a situation of this nature 

as a pastor.  After watching the fallout at Penn State I think it is better to deal with these issues 

head-on.  A strong resolve in this area will perhaps spare a victim from a lot of grief and pain 

throughout their life. 
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Sharing from Steve . . .  

January 12th, Thursday - 55+ Ministry Choir Tour to 
nursing homes; bus leaves at 1:30 pm  
 

January 17th, Tuesday - 55+ Soup & Sandwich Night   
at 6:30 pm; our guest is Darrell Logan, ventriloquist;  
Bring soup, sandwiches, or dessert. 
 

Sign up for both of these 55+ events  
at the Mt. Zion Welcome Center! 

 

January 26th, Thursday - Trip to Mercedes Plant; 
watch for announcement concerning this day trip.  
The plant management may suspend tours; we should 
know something by January 7th. 

Thank you for all the love, cards, food, etc. you have  

generously given during the Christmas season.  You are  

a blessing from the Lord.  We have been truly blessed by 

your kindness.  It is a joy to be your friend and worship 

leader.  I look forward to worshipping with you each 

week.  You are a wonderful church ñfamilyò. 
 

I continually am challenged when I think about worship.  

I am challenged be all I can for our Great God.  So many 

times I fall short of the mark but I continue to try.  I ask 

myself, what is Godôs standard for acceptable worship?   

I believe the Lord is looking for an offering that is far 

greater than any worldly wealth.  He is looking for an  

offering of His creation.  He is looking for all of who we 

are, not just a part.  As I reflect, I realize I must offer  

myself to Him as an act of worship.  Without an offering 

there is no worship.  In the book of Romans this is made 

clear.  God is waiting for us to give Him ourselves.   

Romans 12:1-2 says: ñI appeal to you brothers by the 

mercies of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual  

worship.  Do not be conformed to the world, but be  

transformed by the renewal of your mind that you may 

prove what is the will of the God, what is good and  

acceptable and perfectò. 
  

Worship begins with God.  He invites us into His  

presence; we donôt invite Him into ours.  We often treat 

ourselves, man, as being the constant, and expect God to 

adjust to us.  It is not about us.  It is about God.  Itôs not 

about who we are.  Itôs about who God is.  Itôs not about 

what our needs are, rather, itôs about what God desires.   

Lord, help me to be a better worshipper through this year. 
 

Are you feeling a call from God to be a part of the music 

ministry?  It takes a lot of commitment to be a dedicated 

choir member and serve the Lord in this way, but the   

rewards are plentiful.  If you have been feeling a tug from 

the Lord that you need to minister in this way, this is the 

opportunity for you.  God will do some miraculous things 

in your life as you serve as a worship leader.  Going 

through a hard time in your life?  Sing!  Do you feel like 

youôre on top of the world and nothing can go wrong in 

your life?  Sing!  Whatever youôre facing, sing to God 

with a voice of triumph and watch God 

do some miraculous things in your life. 
 

By His Grace, for His Glory, 

 

Baby Shower - You are invited  

to a shower for the upcoming  

arrival of Wyatt Andrew Duke,  

son of Meg & Andy Duke, and 

grandson of Larry & Debbie 

Duke.  The shower is Sunday, 

January 15th, from 2-3:30 pm.  

Nursery colors are brown & blue 

and they are registered at  

Wal-Mart, Belk, Babies-R-Us and Monograms Plus.  

Cookbooks!! ñ There are a 
few cookbooks left and the 

price has been reduced to $8.00 
each.  If you would like to    

purchase one contact Sherry  
Holliman or the church office.  

Building For The Future 
In October 2011 the Church family 

decided to begin an effort to raise 

funds for the proposed new                 

Childrenôs Building.  Through the 

years Mt. Zion Baptist Church has 

had a building fund that has been 

slowly increasing.  Our plan is to aggressively give 

until we have $1 million collected and then begin 

the project.  Have you given yet? 
 

Building for the Future Totals  

to date ð December 22, 2011: 
 

     Special Building Fund Total:   $  93,021.90 
 

     All Building Funds Total:   $606,835.90 
 

     $ Needed to Reach our Goal:   $393,164.10 
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wŀƴŘȅΩǎ wƘŜǘƻǊƛŎ Φ Φ Φ  
 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎΣ 
 
IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ       
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ  
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΦ aȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 
¸ƻǳǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƎƛƊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘȅΤ L ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƛƊ ŎŀǊŘǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΗ 
 
L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ о-рΦ hǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ  
άDƻǎǇŜƭϦΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ L ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ  
ŀǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΤ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ IŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
нлмнΦ 

Breakfast Club  
(grades 6 -  12)  

-  7 am -   
fellowship hall  

Start back  
Tuesday,   

January 10th, 2012  
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grades 6 �³  12 

Disciple NOW Weekend  
February 3 - 5, 2012  
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Deadline to sign up is  
Sunday, January 22, 2012  

   Youth Bible Drill  
Sunday, January 8th  
          5:00 pm 

All Youth grades 6 -  12 are welcome!   
Meet in the Youth Building; For more  

info see Susan or Neal Austin . 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���%�L�E�O�H���'�U�L�O�O�V 
Sunday, January 8th  

5:00 pm 
All children grades 3 - 6 are welcome! 
Meet upstairs in         
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���'�H�S�W�� 

See Robert McKay      
or Traci Ruth for 

more info.  


